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ZEITZ MOCRAR LAUNCHES EXHBITION OF
CONTEMPORY PARINTING FROM ZIMBARBWE

Cape Town (31 July 2018) — On Wednesday 12 September 2018, the Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary Art Africa (Zeitz MOCAA), will be launching an exhibition of contemporary painting
from Zimbabwe. The show, which will run until March 2019, is entitled Five Bhobh — Painting At An
End of an Era, and features 28 artists from Zimbabwe who are creating works during a time of

transition into an alternative dispensation.

“Present-day painting comes at a heightened socio-political moment. Recent events in Zimbabwe
have left many asking, “Where are we going? What comes next? How do we get there?” For some
the journey may not be a comfortable one. It may require coming back, picking up where one left
off, or unravelling forgotten layers of the past. Using various tones and gestures, the artists in this
exhibition highlight the pressing questions emanating from a moment of great angst. They
interrogate present-day circumstances, reimagine manifold futures, and recount entangled

histories,” explains curator Tandazani Dhlakama.

The name of the show, Five Bhobh (pronounced five bob), was inspired by the average fare needed

to journey locally by kombi (minibus) in Zimbabwe.

“As soon as you are crammed in, four in each row, the conductor will announce “Five bhobh!” or
“Two pa dollar!” You may hear the tinkling of coins being collected and observe lower
denominations of notes unfolding from sweaty palms, pockets and blouses. Monotonously
shoulders in the front rows are tapped as money is moved forward and change is negotiated until
it reaches the hwindi (bus conductor). By then the engine is roaring and the driver is negotiating his
exit from the bustling terminus. Passengers may begin to converse. Matters of everyday life in
Zimbabwe are discussed always in codes with a diverse array of figurative language. They have
paid their dues, invested in the future, and are waiting expectantly to move forward,” Dhlakama

continues.

The participating artists in this exhibition mark the end of an era, offering foresights into an
alternative dispensation. The metaphor of the kombi is like the nation of Zimbabwe; the artists its

passengers, who engage in social commentary through calculated gesture.



Painting has a long history in Zimbabwe and this exhibition provides a synopsis of the medium as
it applies to the country today, challenging traditional ideas around how painting is defined. In some
cases, the painting is stripped to its most basic form, exposing threadbare canvas. At other times,
paint is mixed into substances such as silicone, synthetic hair, and wood. For decades artists from
this country have manipulated this medium as a way of subtly articulating complex issues, speaking

in intricate, allegorical codes.

In the lead up to the show, two Zimbabwean artists - Kufa Makwarara and Richard Mudariki, both
residents of Cape Town — will occupy half of the museum’s third floor as resident artists. The
museum believes it is important to offer artists space to allow them the freedom to make significant

works for the exhibition and beyond.

The launch of the show forms part of a series of exhibitions, events and public programming that
will be rolled out during September, as part of the museum’s first anniversary celebrations. Further

details on this will be announced in due course.
Exhibition name Five Bhobh: Painting at the end of an Era
Exhibition Curator Tandazani Dhlakama

Run dates Tuesday 12 September 2018 — 31 March 2019

Exhibiting artists:

e Admire Kamudzengere e Kufa Makwarara

e Anthony Bumhira ¢ Mostaff Muchawaya
e Berry Bickle e Percy Manyonga

e Charles Bhebhe e Portia Zvavahera

e Cosmos Shiridzinomwa e Rashid Jogee

e Duncan Wylie e Richard Mudariki

e Gareth Nyandoro e Shalom Kufakwatenzi
e Gillian Rosselli e Simon Back

e Greg Shaw e Tatenda Magaisa

e Helen Teede e Tawanda Reza

¢ Isheanesu Dondo e Thakor Patel

e Janet Sirigwani Nyabeze e Troy Makaza

e John Kotze e Wallen Mapondera

e Kreshia Mukwazhi



e Kudzanai Violet Hwami
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NOTES TO THE EDITOR

About the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (Zeitz MOCAA)

Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (Zeitz MOCAA) is a public not-for-profit contemporary
art museum that collects, preserves, researches and exhibits 21%-century art from Africa and its
Diaspora; hosts international exhibitions; develops supporting educational and enrichment

programmes; encourages intercultural understanding; and guarantees access for all.

More than one hundred galleries are dedicated to a large cutting-edge permanent collection;
temporary exhibitions; and Centres for Art Education, Curatorial Excellence, Performative Practice,

Photography, the Moving Image, and the Costume Institute.

Zeitz MOCAA was established through a partnership between the V&A Waterfront led by CEO
David Green—acting on behalf of Growthpoint Properties Limited and the Government Employees
Pension Find (GEPF), represented by the Public Investment Corporation Limited (PIC)—and collector
Jochen Zeitz. The building was reimagined through a design by the acclaimed London-based

Heatherwick Studio.



The Zeitz MOCAA board consists of David Green and Jochen Zeitz (Co-chairs), Isaac Julien and
Wangechi Mutu (Artist Board Members), Suzanne Ackerman, Jody Allen, Jonathan Bloch, Kate

Garwood, Pulane Kingston, Gasant Orrie, Albie Sachs, Anton Taljaard and Roger Ross Williams.






